
 

FEBUARY 15  / /  2023  / /  ISSUE 17 
 

PAGE 1 

SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL 

MiniThon and the 
Four Diamonds 
RILEY BURNETT 

     Many students in South Park High 
School already know about MiniTHON. 
MiniTHON donates all of the money 
raised to the Four Diamonds Fund, an 
organization devoted to ending pediatric 
cancer. Last year, South Park MiniTHON 
raised over $32,000 which was double the 
amount the year before. This year, South 
Park is determined to raise $40,000 for 
children with pediatric cancer.  
     On Monday, January 30th, students 
had a pep assembly to celebrate the 
kickoff for MiniTHON.  Mrs. Scuillo and 
Mrs. Hect both talked about the previous 
years of MiniTHON and how fun it is to 
raise money for a good cause. A montage 
of photos from last year’s event played, 
illustrating the excitement of the event 
and encouraging more students to join 
this year. To end out the pep assembly, 
Brooke Kubiak and Zach Joos were the 
big winners of the “pie in the face” 
contest. Brooke was allowed to pie Mr. 
Dellarose in the face; and Zach got Mr. 
Pastorius - no repercussions. It was all for 
a good cause.  
     If you are interested in joining 
MiniTHON this year, create a group of 4-
10 people and pledge to raise money for 
MiniTHON to enter. You can be the 
captain of a team or join an existing 
group. The deadline to build a team and 
sign up is Friday, March 18, 2023. If you 
are interested in being a team captain or 
have questions, visit Mrs. Hecht in room 
214 or email her at 
caroline.hecht@sparksd.org. 

 

We’re all in this together down Main Street 

SAVANNAH BOOTH 

     The South Park Eagle Blues Marching 
Band went to Orlando, Florida January 25 
- 29 to perform their show to “We’re All 
In This Together” at Disney 
World.  Every four years, the marching 
band goes on this trip so everyone in the 
marching band can experience the trip at 
least once. While a lot goes into planning 
the trip, it’s a memorable experience for 
all members of the band.  
     This 2023 school year, the marching 
band flew instead of driving to Disney for 
the very first time. Director, Mrs. Kendra 
Barbone, stated, “It is quicker and saves 
time on the trip. It also means everyone 
can sleep a little better despite the early 
wake-up call from Wednesday.” The trip 
planning started early last year so students 
could fundraise if necessary. After details 
were in place, students started to learn 
their routines and music so they could get 
it down and have a performance like no 
other. Mrs. Barbone believes that “it can 
be overwhelming on the trip at times 
because there is a lot of work and effort 
that goes into planning and keeping all of 
the students safe.” Although, she believes 
all of the stress is worth it when she sees 
her students marching in the parade and 
enjoying the trip.  
     During the trip, many students had 
many memorable moments that differed 
from one another. Caroline Quirin, junior, 
states that, “getting stuck on the Tower of 
Terror and having to evacuate was 
definitely the most memorable.” Another 
student, Olivia Sperber, sophomore, 
stated “Running through Disney Springs 
in dresses, with my roommates to get to 
the buses on time after dinner was 
definitely a time to remember.” Kimberlin 
Ernst, freshman, believes going to the Be 
Our Guest restaurant was definitely the 
best experience. She states, “I have loved 
Beauty and the Beast for as long as I can 
remember, so going there felt like I was in 
the movie!” Students expressed that the 
hardest part of marching in the parade was 
trying not to freak out from having such a 
big crowd for the first time. Many of the 
seniors agreed it was a very sentimental 
moment as well since that was the 
moment they had been working towards 
since freshman year.  

  
 
 
   Marching band for many students means family. The 
family does everything together and forms such a strong 
bond within each section of the band. The marching band 
strongly encourages everyone to join or would love for you 
to come watch one of their shows. For anyone interested in 
the majorettes or colorguard, open auditions will be in the 
spring. For anyone interested in playing an instrument, talk 
to Mrs. Barbone for more information. 
 
 

The marching band getting ready to march down main street 

The marching band enjoying a day in Magic Kingdom 

May 20, 2022, students in MiniTHON 
holding signs showing the money that was 
raised for kids with pediatric cancer 
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Mr. Eddie Phillips and 
Mr. Patrick Colligan 

 

 

Appreciating school secretaries   

AVA TURLEY  

     We have days in the school year dedicated to appreciating teachers, although 
sometimes people forget about the ones behind the scenes, the school's secretaries. 
The secretaries at South Park High School play an important role in how the school 
operates every day.  
     The secretaries at South Park High School have many differences from teachers 
and other staff. The secretaries take care of phone calls when people call into the 
school and are the first faces you see when entering the office. Secretaries get to 
know many different students in various grades by seeing them come in and out of 
the office throughout their high school career. “I enjoy seeing the students every 
day. We have great kids at South Park!” said Mrs. Siyufy, the secretary in the main 
office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      
 
     Another important role within the school is the guidance 
office and the guidance counselors.  In there, you’ll find Mrs. 
Hammond, the guidance secretary. If you ever need any help 
with Mrs. Liptak or Mrs. Chicora-Lewis, you can check in with 
Mrs. Hammond to schedule an appointment. Mrs. Hammond 
can also help you with transcript requests, scheduling issues, 
and scholarship information. “The most rewarding part of my 
job is working alongside a great team of professionals and 
educators here at South Park High school,” says Mrs. 
Hammond. 
       It’s the behind-the-scenes individuals that get tasks 
accomplished, and our high school secretaries help the building 
run seamlessly and smoothly. Thank you, Mrs. Siyufy and Mrs. 
Hammond, for everything you do.  

 

New employment spotlight   
 
      
 
 
 
Even though he is a new director, Mr. Phillips 
is experienced and prepared. “My career began 
at the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review in the 
summer of 2005. Working in the sports 
department, I typed in rosters and proofed 
pages of the annual high school football 
previews. During the season, I took box scores 
over the phone (nobody was emailing back 
then!) and also traveled to cover games. As my 
writing style developed, my coverage areas 
broadened to include local news and feature 
stories. I always loved covering sports and 
wrote about high school athletics frequently, 
including some of South Park's biggest 
moments in softball and soccer.”  
     He is optimistic about his plans here. He 
looks forward to showcasing the 
accomplishments of all of our learners, it is the 
highest on his goal list. He’s also looking 
forward to highlighting the many athletic 
events, activities, and the staff that makes South 
Park a special place. “Overall, our district has 
so much to be proud of and I'm thrilled to be a 
part of it!”  
     Patrick Colligan and Eddie Phillips have 
new ideas 
and plans 
to make 
South 
Park an 
even 
better 
place!  

ADRIANNA CAROZZA 

     There are a few new employees at South Park High School. There is a new Athletic Director, 
Patrick Colligan, and a new Communications Director, Eddie Phillips.  
     Mr. Patrick Colligan is the Athletic Director and excited to be working with new faces. He has 
been interested in sports from a very young age. He says, “Growing up in the suburbs of Pittsburgh 
you are shown how a community or city can be involved with the local sport teams, and how that 
support helps the success of that team”. He also says South Park is a community that shows great 
passion for our sports teams, including all three schools. “I have much respect for all sports and 
appreciate the time and efforts all athletes and coaches sacrifice for their sport. Personally, as I got 
into high school, football and baseball were my two favorite sports and what I played as a student 
athlete at South Park.” Mr. Colligan has experience with sports and enjoys them greatly. 
     He also has experience with being an Athletic Director. He says, “My first experience in the 
position of an Athletic Director was during my internship at Montour High School when I was an 
undergrad at California University of PA. From there I got more into the coaching aspect in sports, 
coaching at a variety of colleges. Even though I was coaching, I had many secondary duties that 
an Athletic Director would do.” His duties included game day management, recruiting coordinator, 
academic coordinator, and intramural sports director.  
     With a change in staff, there will be changes in the athletic department. Mr. Colligan states, “I 
want our school spirit and pride to grow more through our students and faculty. South Park has 
always cared about our student-athletes, and our student-athletes have had much success in 
athletics for the size of our school. I like to see our students take leadership to support our student-
athletes and express that support at both our home and away events. I want our students to come 
up with ideas how we can accomplish this and communicate them with me. I want our opponents 
to know that South Park is a tough place to play because of our student and fan support.” School 
spirit is always an amazing way to get excited for sports events. 
     In addition, he states, “Also, I want to continue to have great athletic success at South Park. 
Many phenomenal student-athletes and teams have come through South Park winning both team 
and individual championships. I believe this is accomplished through what Coach Paul ‘Bear’ 
Bryant said about his success at the University of Alabama. He said, ‘Show class, have pride, and 
display character. If you do, winning takes care of itself.’” We welcome Mr. Colligan as our new 
Athletic Director!       
     Mr. Eddie Phillips is the new Communications Director. Mr. Phillips is new to being a director. 
“I'm excited to say this is my first position as a Director of Communications. I do have several 
years of experience as a Director of Communications. I do have several years of experience as a 
Communications Specialist for both DICK'S Sporting Goods and the Allegheny Intermediate Unit. 
Each of those positions helped me to consistently grow my skill set and up my game to the point I 
feel prepared and energized to serve South Park School District. 

Mrs. Hammond, the guidance office secretary 
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Student of the month  
LIBERTY VIETMEIER 

The South Park High School January Students of the Month were announced and recognized in different categories around the school.  
 

Leadership 
Emma Ciaramella, senior, believes she was nominated for leadership because she is Editor-in-Chief for yearbook and is the 
NTHS, (National Technical Honors Society) president. Ciaramella’s role model is her dad because “he puts effort into 
everything and never asks for anything in return.” Her favorite ice cream flavor is graham central station because “it’s sweet 
and original flavor”. Her least favorite flavor is plain chocolate because “it tastes weird and needs something to balance it 
out.”  
 
 

 
 
 

Politeness 
Nick Morris, senior, believes he was recognized for politeness because he “tries to make sure that everyone is included and 
not left out” and tries his best to help everyone have a good day. Morris says, “Mr. Correll is my role model” because he 
always includes his students and “makes sure everyone is happy.” Morris believes that the best ice cream flavor is “chocolate 
chip cookie dough because it tastes the best.” He believes the worst flavor is mint chocolate chip because “it makes no sense 
to have mint an ice cream flavor.”   
 
 

 
 

Athletics 
Katie Jackovic, believes she was recognized for athletics because of her hard work and dedication towards practices and 
swim meets. Jackovic’s main role model is “Katie Ledecky because we have the same name and both swim and compete at 
a high level.” Her favorite ice cream flavor is “cookies n cream because I love Oreos” and doesn’t like anything super sweet 
or sour.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Academics 
Nicolas Bove, junior, was recognized for his academics. A former South Park student, Preston Cecotti, is Bove’s main role 
model when it comes to his academics. “He took his classes very seriously” and that is what Bove strives to be. He believes 
he was nominated because he “take his scholastics very seriously” and tries to excel in all of his courses. His favorite ice 
cream flavor is cookies and cream because “it’s the perfect combination for ice cream.” He believes that vanilla ice cream is 
the worst because “it’s too bland.”  
  
 
 

 
 

Creativity 
Riley Ziegler, junior, believes she was recognized for creativity because she does “many projects in woodshop, reads a lot, 
and I’m in the spring musical.” Ziegler’s role model is any actor on Broadway, and multiple different authors, but mainly 
Markus Zusak. Her favorite ice cream flavor is vanilla because “it has many more options to add toppings.”  
 
 
 
 
 

 

School Spirit 
Lanie Schultz, senior, believes she was recognized for school spirit because she “enjoys representing my school” while 
playing sports. Schultz does not have a specific role model when it comes to school spirit and believes that school spirit is 
“universal across the school and everyone participates.” Her favorite ice cream flavor is chocolate peanut butter cup, and 
doesn’t think pistachio should even be a flavor.  
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Black History Month 
SAVANNAH BOOTH 

Swimming senior 
rec 2023 
 MEGAN BEAM 

     On Thursday January 26, 2023, the five 
seniors on the high school swim and diving 
team were recognized. The seniors include 
Danny Parker, Marina Malacki, Cassondra 
O’Connor, Christina Carey, and Izabella 
Kennelly. Each of them has accomplished 
many great things throughout their years 
swimming or diving on the team.  
     Danny has accomplished so many 
amazing things like going to WPIALS his 
freshman year for the 200 free style and 
medley relay. Danny’s friends have also 
been a highlight of his time on the swim 
team. Danny said he will always remember 
“Josh [Kosmach] being out of pocket”. 

     Marina’s time on the swim team has been 
successful in terms of competition. Marina 
went to WPIALS three times and states one 
time so far. With a successful run her 
previous three years, hopefully she can make 
it to WPIALS again to round out all four 
years.  

     Cassondra is the only senior diver on the 
team. Cassondra has qualified and competed 
at WPIALS, and she also placed in the 
section invitational every year.  Cassondra 
will always remember the fun practices she 
had with Grant [Newell]. 

     Christina, also known as CJ, went to 
WPIALS three times. She started out 
swimming because she was trying a bunch of 
new sports and ended up liking swimming. 
If CJ has time in college, she is going to 
continue her swimming career. CJ said she 
will always remember all the friendships she 
has made over the years. 

      Izzy swam in middle school but wasn't 
able to start back up again until her junior 
year. She accomplished getting better times 
and getting better technique on all her 
swims. Izzy said she will always remember 
going out to eat with the coaches and her 
teammates after meets and morning 
practices. She will also remember all the 
invitationals and all the memories the team 
has made together. 

     On the night of Senior Rec, each of the 
five seniors walked down the pool deck with 
their families as they were being recognized 
before the meet started. After the meet, the 
boosters hosted a dinner in honor of the 
seniors being recognized. Each of them also 
received a TV as a gift for being on the team. 
With only a few meets left on the schedule, 
the seniors are getting ready for the next 
phase of their journey.  

 
 

      Black History Month is an annual celebration to commemorate the achievements made by 
African Americans. Before Black History Month, we had “Negro History Week”, which has 
been elevated to a whole month after being fought by prominent African Americans. Since 
1976, every U.S. president has dedicated the month to African Americans and helped the 
country see its history in light. Along with the U.S., Canada, the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands, and Germany have also involved their countries in this national month. 
     The history of Black History Month originated in 1915, 50 years after the Thirteenth 
Amendment abolished slavery. Harvard-trained historians Carter G. Woodson and Jesse E. 
Moorland founded an Association promoting the study of Negro people’s lives and history 
(ASNLH). This group originated National Negro History Week in 1926 and chose the second 
week of February to associate Abraham Lincoln and Fredrick Douglass’s birthdays with the 
national month. Since then, the event has inspired millions all over the world and helped start 
more organizations to help everyone learn more. The events started spreading around college 
campuses to be recognized as a month, not a week. President Gerald Ford officially recognized 
Black History Month in 1976 and called upon the public to “seize the opportunity to honor 
the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in every area of endeavor 
throughout our history.” In 2023, Black History Month needs its story to be shared so many 
others can fully understand why the month is such a big deal to millions worldwide. 
     In school, many people are taught only a select few African Americans, like Rosa Parks, 
Martin Luther King Jr., Harriet Tubman, and Maya Angelou. Even though they are very 
important black figures, there are many people that should also be taught. Daisy Gatson Bates 
helped the Little Rock Nine integrate into a high school. Jane Bolin was the first Black woman 
judge in the United States. James Armistead Lafayette spied on the British Army as a double 
agent. So many African Americans have helped improve the world we live in but don’t get 
the recognition they deserve. These are just a small number of people that aren’t recognized, 
but there are still millions more all around the world. African Americans continue to impress 
people who never thought they would get anywhere but are making huge impacts not just for 
themselves but for the younger generations below them.  
     Many people don’t know that only 8-9 percent of history classes are dedicated to black 
history month. Additionally, the practice of vaccinations was brought to America by a slave, 
and the 6888th Battalion was an all-black and female unit of the military that delivered mail 
to World War II troops across England. Lincoln University was the first historically black 
university to grant degrees in the United States. This illustrates that we really don’t recognize 
how much African Americans really do have an impact on our lives. In history classes, 90 
percent of the class is taught facts about white individuals that our teachers imbed endless 
amounts of knowledge into our brains, even though they aren’t the only part of our history. 
Although these individuals had a very big part in history, African Americans would love to 
see more of a diverse selection of individuals. 
     In today’s society, racism is still a very big topic. African Americans have a clear vision 
when it comes to reducing racism but very little hope. Black Americans are disproportionately 
impacted by gun violence as white Americans would be. Statistics show African Americans 
experience 10 times the gun homicides, 18 times the gun assault injuries, and nearly 3 times 
the fatal shootings by police of white Americans. The Earth should be a safe and equal place 
for everyone, so show kindness to all. Diversity should be spread as it’s preached. As a society 
we need to love each other and stop all the hatred, we are only as good as we do. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advocacy picture from Columbia University School 
. 
 

 

South Park seniors with their parents on senior night 
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Coming up… 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
February 14th - Valentine’s Day 
 
February 20th - No school - Presidents Day 
 
February 21st - Mardi Gras 
 
February 22nd - Lent begins 
 
March 6th – Spring Sports Begin 
 

THE SPRESS STAFF 
Megan Beam 
Brooke Bichler 
Mackenzie Boeheme 
Savannah Booth 
Riley Burnett 
Adrianna Carozza 
Callie Heynes 
Tom Holmes 
Ava Turley 
Liberty Vietmeier 
Mrs. Finberg – Co-Advisor 
Mrs. Surovchak – Co-Advisor 
 

 

 

Advice from Ms. Know It All  

 
Dear Ms. Know It All,  
I’m no longer friends with someone, but I’m trying to be mature about it. She 
unfollowed me on Snapchat and is talking about me on social media and to my 
friends. How do I act mature when I’m so annoyed? 
-Upset 
 
Dear Upset,  
It can be hard to remain mature in a situation when the other person is so petty, 
however there is no need to focus your energy on someone you don’t even like 
anymore. Although it might seem hard that the whole friendship is over, sometimes 
people change and all we can do is accept it and move on. The best way to handle 
this is to ignore it completely. You know what happened and there’s no reason to 
try to defend yourself, and if people drop you over the situation. Were they really a 
true friend to you? If It gets to a point where the situation interferes with your school 
work or becomes a bigger problem, refer to the counselors to help sort out the 
problem. 
 

      
Dear Ms. Know It All,  
My parents don’t know I got a tattoo. I hate keeping secrets from 
them, but I know they’ll be mad. How can I tell them? 
 
    
Dear Keeping Secrets, 

Personally, the better option is to be upfront and honest with 
your parents. The best way to tell them would most likely be to 
apologize about hiding it and be straight forward. Also be very 
positive about it, and help them focus on the positive things 
about it. Although they might be mad it is better to tell them 
rather than them finding out. This could also lead to a better and 
more open relationship with your parents because it shows 
you're mature enough to admit your mistakes/bad choices rather 
than hiding them away. 
 
If you have any further questions or need advice, you can leave 
your question anonymously to spress@sparksd.org.  
 
 

 

How caffeine can affect us at anytime   
 
      
 
 
 

 

CALLIE HEYNES 

     In today's world, many people often need a pick-me-up or something to help get them 
through the day. Normally, caffeinated drinks such as coffees and energy drinks are used 
because of their accessibility and marketing of wide flavors and benefits. A caffeinated drink 
once in a while is not a bad thing. However, most people don’t realize how dependent one 
can become on caffeine due to its normalcy in our world. In moderation, a teacher or peer 
walking around with a morning coffee or an athlete taking an energy drink before a game 
doesn’t seem like a problem at first. Yet, when caffeine is depended on, both negative long 
term and short-term effects can take place, especially on young adults such as students at 
South Park.  
     Many energy drinks, such as those sold in the cafeteria at SPHS, are advertised to young 
people since manufacturers believe young people can easily be influenced. Bright colors, 
never ending flavors, and easy access are all things that can persuade a buyer. Not to mention, 
energy drinks that provide alertness and extreme awareness are appealing to young students 
who need energy throughout the day. Once this person sees how caffeine can affect them 
once, they will most likely try it again and again, not realizing the major effects it can have 
on their mental and physical health. According to the National Center for Complementary 
and Integrative Health, between 2007 and 2011 the number of energy related visits to 
emergency facilities doubled. By 2011, 1 out of every 10th visit resulted in hospitalization. 
As our bodies grow and transition from one stage of life to another, we need to keep ourselves 
healthy. It is important to note that caffeine content varies, therefore the amount of caffeine 
that one is drinking cannot always be identified easily. One of the ways we can do this is to 
bring awareness to what we, as young teens, are putting into our body systems.  
     While side effects of caffeine, short term and long term, can vary from person to person, 
there is no denying how serious excessive caffeine can be. Drinking caffeine throughout the 
day can lead to dehydration and disrupt sleeping patterns, causing people to think that they 
need more caffeine when in reality it is the opposite. In a short time, caffeine use can also 
cause an increase in blood pressure and shakiness, which can lead to heart palpitations. Many 
scientists claim that caffeine can be found to improve physical endurance, athletes should still 
be wary. There's less evidence of how caffeine can affect one's muscle strength. Long term, 
caffeine can cause problems with the stomach lining, and can increase the risk of anxiety. 
Findings on caffeine’s effect on memory are inconsistent. Some studies show that it can 
improve memory, yet others show damaging effects. However, it does seem to be agreed that 
caffeine can improve memory, as long as it is in a moderate dosage. This is again why being 
aware of the body’s needs are so important for many people.  
     For more information, you can visit the National Center for Complementary and 
Integrative Health or NIH, at https://www.nccih.nih.gov/ 
 
 

An example of high caffeinated drinks sold in the cafeteria. 
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Teacher spotlight 
    BROOKE BICHLER 

     Once a month, one of the four departments at the high school is chosen 
to receive extra acknowledgment for their excellence. For the month of 
January, the Math department was selected. Teachers shed light on their 
purposes and inspirations that got them to where they are today. 
     Mrs. Aloi, who has had many experiences with her job as she has 
taught in 4 different states, describes her job over the course of her 15 
years. Adding to her list of variety, she has taught every grade K-12. She 
stated, “I have also taught English, Math, Business, and elementary 
computer class, and computer science. I currently teach math and 
computer science courses. I teach geometry, integrated math, and 
keystone math, and honors computer science in java and AP computer 
science in java.” Looking back on her past, she said, “There were pros 
and cons to each. I miss reading stories in my classes, but I don't miss 
grading papers. I love teaching math and computer science because there 
is always a right answer - either something works, or it doesn't.  There is 
no in between.” Mrs. Moser, another teacher in the department, 
contributed her response where she said, “This is my 19th year teaching. 
All 19 years have been at South Park.   I taught a few years at South Park 
Middle School, but definitely prefer the high school age group. The only 
subject I have taught has been math: Algebra 1, Algebra 2 Honors, 
Concepts Alg 2 and Keystone Math classes.” Even from only two 
teachers, it goes to show there is a large supply of classes that students 
are lucky to have the privilege of taking.  
     Mrs. Moser added, “My favorite thing about teaching is obviously the 
super awesome South Park students, but also I enjoy witnessing that 
moment when the light bulb goes off and a student understands something 
that they have been working hard to comprehend.” She further said how 
it is satisfying to watch the confidence they gain that they may not have 
had before. Mr. Surovchak, who has a similar opinion, explained, “I love 
being a teacher for many reasons.  Interacting with students on a day-to-
day basis certainly tops the list.  That "aha" moment!  Seeing students get 
it!  And then, seeing students take what has been learned and recognize 
other applications that are beyond or even completely outside of our 
class.  And, seeing students become successful, whether that is doing well 
on something we learned in class or receiving a visit from a former 
student years later telling me how well they are doing.” Mr. Yocco, 
another teacher in the math department, shows another perspective by 
stating, “The best part of teaching is being able to help students succeed 
in their academic journey and reach their post-secondary goals.”  
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
   Behind every teacher is an inspiration, something that motivated them 
to be where they are today. For some, inspiration may have been from 
figures in their lives giving them the drive to do as they do. For example, 
Mr. Yocco stated, “My mother was my inspiration to become a 
teacher.  She taught 2nd grade for 34 years, and I always looked up to 
her for what she accomplished.” As for others, it may have been a God 
given talent. Mrs. Aloi said, “I don't remember exactly what inspired me 
to be a teacher.  I have known I wanted to teach since fifth grade, and 
that never changed.” Some things are big enough to last a lifetime, such 
as the influences that impacted Mrs. Moser. She stated, “Amazing 
teachers throughout my life influenced me to become a teacher along 
with my love of math.” Mr. Surovchak added onto the importance of 
influence by saying, “Not what...who for me. My sister. I was in college 
when she was taking Algebra 1. The teacher was a great guy but he 
expected a lot and really pushed the students.  My sister struggled with 
certain topics and I tutored her. I was originally planning on becoming 
an engineer. I REALLY enjoyed helping her and seeing her succeed. She 
is the reason I became a teacher.” Sometimes it is easy to look past the 
help we are given, but it goes to show how much we are impacted each 
and every day by our teachers. They not only teach us lessons like solving 
equations and how to use formulas, but more importantly they prepare us 
for the times that we will no longer be at school and instead living life 
using the subconscious morals and lessons they taught us along the way. 
Some of their inspirations sprang from important figures they valued as 
they grew up, and today they are able to pass on that same impact they 
received to the students they now teach. 
 

 

 
 

Comic by Tom Holmes 
 

The teachers of the Math department: Mrs. Massari, Mrs. Moser,      
Mr. Yocco, Mrs. Aloi, Mrs. Grainer, Mrs. Montuoro, Mr. Surovchak. 


